
Questioning Color
Day 1 Lesson 

Whitcomb is Full 
STEAM AHEAD!



Lesson Objectives:
Learning Target
I can generate research questions about color to 
direct my own learning.
Success Criteria
If I am able to:
- review a controversial image
- list questions about color
- discuss types of questions
- analyze questions to determine which are the most 
important
- prioritize questions for research with my class



How will this work?

You will be shown an image and with your 
group you will be asked to formulate as 
many questions as you can about the 
image.  
You will record your responses on the 
graphic organizer provided.



The Four Rules:

Rule 1:  Ask as many questions as you 
can.
Rule 2:  Do not stop to discuss, judge or 
answer the questions.
Rule 3:  Write down every question 
exactly as it is stated.
Rule 4:  Change any statement to a 
question.



Challenges?

What challenges do you see 
with these four rules?

Rule 1:  Ask as many questions as you can.

Rule 2:  Do not stop to discuss, judge or answer the 
questions.

Rule 3:  Write down every question exactly as it is 
stated.

Rule 4:  Change any statement to a question.

Discuss for one minute as a class.



Follow the rules and list as many 
questions as you can on your graphic 

organizer about the image on the 
left.  

Rule 1:  Ask as many questions 
as you can.

Rule 2:  Do not stop to discuss, 
judge or answer the questions.

Rule 3:  Write down every 
question exactly as it is stated.

Rule 4:  Change any statement 
to a question.

You have 5 minutes.

Question Focus:
No one agrees on the 
color of this dress.



Two Types of Questions
• Closed-ended questions

Can be answered with “yes” or “no” or with 
one word. 

• Open-ended questions
Require an explanation and cannot be 
answered with “yes” or “no” or with 

one word.  



Label Your Questions
• Write a C next to Closed-ended questions

Can be answered with “yes” or “no” or with one 

word. 

• Write an O next to Open-ended 
questions

Require an explanation and cannot be answered 
with “yes” or “no” or with one word.  

You have one minute.



Advantages (+) 
Disadvantages (-)

What are the advantages (+) of 
closed-ended questions?

What are the disadvantages (-) of 
closed-ended questions?

Discuss for one minute as a class.



Advantages (+) 
Disadvantages (-)

What are the advantages (+) of 
open-ended questions?

What are the disadvantages (-) of 
open-ended questions?

Discuss for one minute as a class.



Improve Your Questions

• Review your list of questions.  
• Change one closed-ended question into 

an open-ended question. 
• Change one open-ended question into a 

closed-ended one. 
You have 2 minutes.



Prioritize Your Questions

• Review your list of questions. 
• Keep in mind the question focus:  

“No one agrees on the color of 
this dress”.  Put a next 
to your three most important 
questions. 

You have 3 minutes.    



Share Your Questions

• What question did you change 
from a closed-question (C) to an 
open-question (O)?  

• What question did you change 
from an open-question (O) to a 
closed-question (C)?



Share Your Questions

• Name your three priority 
questions.

• Why did you select those three 
questions as priority questions?



Reflect.
1. What did you learn?

2. Why is learning to ask your own 
questions important for learning?

2. What were the benefits of the work 
you completed today?

Take two minutes.


